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\  Adiſion, and whom the Church dee qualified ee 


V1 +4 "& 7 + uk {Ps a7 a 

»% % 7 es: 

neaſineſs among 4 
Gon 


e ee immediately. 70 q 


— Matter! in Contraverfy Jai 


| | 5 if ſuch an one could be found: 


o pon the Bualifeation Pi futt Ce in OP 7 13 | 2 
and could no longer proceed in his former Method of 
Admiſſion to Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper: — And ac- 


cordingly refuſed ſome Perſons who offered themſelves to 


Communiod. — This ochaſioned great 


i Tr 


them; and after a conſiderable Tract of Time, the C a * b 


troverſy being as the Chutch thought ſufficiently agitated, _ 
Mr. Edwards having ufed his Endeavours to lead his 
People to Embrace whaghe apprehended was Truth — 
and they having examined the Scriptures and other. Trea- 
tiſes upon the ee ſtill retaining their former > 
timents, the Ecc feaftial Council before- mentioned was 
mutually choſen by Mr. Edwards and his Church; and 
accordingly Letters were ſent to the ſeveral Churches 
choſen, *r their Pręſence by their Rev. Elders” and 
git Veſt Advice for a Famer , from. 
o the 92 tte bs; 177 State of 8 Church by 7 0 


1 they u 
- thi umptlances 


4 ſolve the Relation e Pale . Fi 


d in their Letters Miſfive— '_ 
ened at Northampton, had the 
: before them, when it appeared 
the Paſtor and the Church ſtedfaſtly adhered to their Prin- 
eiples in Oppoſition. to each other, but deſired the Council 
to find out ſome Method wherein the Paſtor and Brethren 
might confiſtently unite in the Admiſſion. of Perſons to 
- ſpecial Ordinances, and yet retain their different Sentiments, | 
Be When the Rev. Mr. 
| '; 3 let the Council know he could not with a good 
Dunſcieuce be active in admitting Perſons 10 „ eee, or - 
a miniſtring. Sacramti to ibem, tobi are without 1b 2 TE 
Nag Dualifitations, mentioned in his Treatiſe upon Q 
OS for full Commyoion, and delivered his Reaſohs | *; 
therefor in Writing; and the Church alſo, let the Comteit 
know, that they could not in Conſcience bar all ſuck "as _ 
7 were e wittiqut thoſe Quatre, Mr. Edwards med 


2 2 and People, as expreſ 
he Council, being cor ve 
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a 
n. Hereupon the Council retired and conſulted about 
ſome Method wherein the Rev. Mr. Edwards and his 
Church might unite, conſiſtent with their different Sen-. 
timents, in the Admiſſion of Perſons to Goſpel Ordinances, 
and after a large Debate upon one Method and another, 
the Council at laſt came to theè lowing Reſalve, That 


& after maturely weighing and del Caſe it 
all its Circumſtances, we have' as yet been able to find 
e no proper Expedient to reconcile Paſtor and People, 


* and therefore are ready to proceed to an hearing upon 


Fears | *. the other Point; viz. a Seperation of Mr. Edwards 
5 * from his People.“ This paſſed, Nemine Contradicente, 


and publiſhed the en 


he Rea- 


n _ 
g the 


” <4 


Paſtor and People be diſſolved? Paſſed in the Affirmative. 
We would only obſerve hefe, that all the Members 
df the Council ſaid yes, to the Queſtion, except the Rev... 
Meſſirs. Billing and Abercrombie, and Mr. Gray, who dd 
they had nothing to ſay to 8 and the Rev: Mr. 
Raynoids and his Delegate who ſaid yes, if no Remedy can 
de found; which as yet they could not conceive of 
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; deliberating the Caſe in 


< £7 ® „ 
r wit 1 4 E N 


8 
2 — 
* * 
3 4 
828 OR 
5 5 
- * 1 


- 


7) 


2: Whether it be expedient that this Relation be me 
mediately diſſolved ? | 

Reſolved in the Affirmative by the Majority ab; one 
Voice only. 

Then a Reſult was drawn up, and publickly read, and 
after that the Proteſtation was publickly read alſo : and 
the Church' voted their Conſent to the Reſult and A 
of the Council — and the Rev. Mr. Edwards was diſ- 
miſſed by a great Majority; the Number that appeared 
againſt his Diſmiſſion being but twenty, though it was 
ſaid by them there were three or four more againſt his Diſ- 
miſſion, that were not preſent; whereas the Number of 
Male Members as certified by Mr, Bier vs was 1% 
hundred Iwwenty nine — 5 

Having given this = of Facts, we cannot but 
make a few Remarks on the Conduct of thoſe nenen 
| that proteſted againſt the Diſmiſſion— 

You doubtleſs obſerve, that 
to a Diſmiſſion, at leaſt fpr 
I. Becaulſe that in t 8 the Thi 
„ n juſt Cauſe therefor q Mr. Edwavds, his ao en 
7 FA perfectly harmopious with the Mind of o 
hor Loxp Jesus CHRIST, &c. 12 5 

And what if they did apprehend fo, and what if _ 
really were ſo? Are 1 Church and Congregation of Nortb- 
ampion obliged therefore to receive thoſe Principles, and 
act agreeable to them, though they in their Conſciences are 
really perſuaded that they are contrary to the Mind of our 
Lord JEsus CHRIST: ?— ave they not a Right of private 
Judgment? and are they not bound to act agreeable 
thereto as well as others? And if they judge Mr. Edwards 
alters the Conditions on which CHR Is r the great Author 
of the Goſpel Charter has granted them the Liberty and 
Priviledge of Fand Ordinances he has inſtituted 
for the conveying the Graces of the Spirit to their Souls, 
to fit them for the Enjoyment of him-in Glory, yea, has 
made it their Duty to attend for this Purpoſe, have they 
not an n Right to oppoſe Mr. Edwards, and 
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agree to a Seperation at preſent becauſe-l 
Sentiments were perfectly harmc 


0 * equally forcible in Tim 5 


« verſy; yet there is, as we af 
bg between the Importance of 
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ſeek his Diſmiſſion from * We thick. this ! is what 
all muſt grant upon Proteſtant Principles; and if fo, how 
could the Gentlemen refuſe to vote his Diſmiſſion ? and 
of what Force and Efficacy is this Reaſon, and is not: the 
refuſing to grant ſuch a Seperation, a downright Invaſion 


bf the Rights of others Conſciences ? ? But whether Mr. 


Edwards his Sentiments are perfectly harmonious, &c. 
we ſhall not at preſent diſpute ; However, That the 
Reaſon here aſſigned by the Gentlemen who could not 
agree to a Seperation, was not perfectly Barmonious with 
what they both voted and ſaid in Council, we think gone 


will. Diſpute. The Gentlemen will not pretend to deny, 


that they voted a Seperation to be neceſſary, Mr. Edwards 
continuing of his Principles, and the Church of theirs; 


and how could they then conſiſtently ſay 1 could not 


a Reaſon againſt a Seperation, g 


hey fay, gdly, © Up 
Edwards were in the wronk i 
pprehend, no Pro 


ce of his Diſmiſſionꝰ But how 
this as a Reaſon, and ſay, the Importance of the Controverſy 


bears no Proportion to the Importance of his Diſmiſſion, 
when they themſelves, could find no Method wherein 
Paſtor and People, differing ſo widely in Sentiments, could 


unite in the Admiſſion of Perſons to. ſpecial. Ordipances, 


and (ſome of them) judged a Seperation neceflary : When 
it is evident the Controverſy was of ſuch Importance, that 
2 Doors of the Church had been ſhut for ſome Years 


„and muſt have continuediſo, unleſs one or. other of 


1 (4. Parties had altered, their Se timents, or ſacrificed 1 heir 


_— 


Conſciences? f 
And as to the third Reaſon - igned by the Sec 


why they. could not agree to a Seperation of Mr. Edwards 


from his # Frople, viz, it appeared to them there had 


* 


e been 


e Controverſy, and mo” | 
could the Gentlemen aſſign 
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tend to—And when the l 


ſpecial Zeal attempted tos. claim him from what 


Ass to the laſt Reaſon the Gentlemen aſſign, via. the 
Church, or at leaſt ire „ Whil fer te 
e us Reaſons for ſeperating them from their Paſtor, yet 
e vill not ſuffer us fo to enter into the Grounds of the 


N e | ( 6 } 
e be Eſſays in the Way of fair Reafonin 
een no proper Eliays in the Way OT fair Reatoning 


** with or before the Parties, to convince either of them of 
* the Truth or Falſeneſs of their Principles, which Love 
to the Truth and their Souls requires“ —How could 
theſe Gentlemen ſay that no proper Eſſays had been made, 
when nothing is more obvious, than that the Rev. Mm 
Edwards had calmy reaſoned with his People, both from 
the Pulpit and the Preſs, is well as in Converſation with 
many of them ? Can thefe Gentlemen have the Vanity 
to imagine, that they could in a ſhort Time convince that 
People'by Reafoning with them, when Mr. Edwards b 
all his Preaching, © Printing and Reafoning with them 
could not convince them, although under the Advantage 
of his People's having an high Opinion of, and endeared 
Affection to him which thoſe Gentlemen could not pre- 
ighbouring Miniſters had ſpent 
<eonſiderable Time in enqravouring to convince Mr. Ed- 
wards; and Mr. Billipnfome of, the Proteſtors, had with 
he apt 
wards P 


ended at Jhat Time = an Erro in Mr. 


dommitte, whilſt they offer to 


4 Reaſons as to offer them that Light which the Word 

© of God affords, which we eſteem an Impoſition on 

our Conſciences, and doth but tend to keep them in 
eis eee 6 ab 


U 
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It is certain that neither Mr. Edwards, nor the Church 
of Northampton, determined to refer the Point in Contro- 
verſy to the Deciſion of the Council: but how'theſe 


Gentlemen can judge this to be an Impoſition on their 


Conſtienceſ we cannot coſceive. Had hot Mr., Edwards 


and the Charth-of Northampton 4 Right to determine 


whether they would refer that Matter to them or nor”? 
or was it neceſſary that the Council ſhould ſettle the Point 
in Controverſy between Mr. Edwards and the Church“; 


"I 


Accommodation, 


in order to their determining whether there could be ann 


= -- 


*. 


* 


(2? 
Accommodation, or that a Seperation was neceſſary? As 
to the firſt, we cannot ſuppoſe the Gentlemen themſelves 
will pretend it to be neceſſary, nor even the latter, when 
they conſider that they themſelves voted. that, Mr. . Ed- 


* perſiſting in his Principles, and the Chureh:) in theirs, 
ls 3 was neceſfary. & a Kas 8105 0 


But what renders the Protel aon more ſurpriſing is, 
that when theſe Things lay, with ſo much Weight on their 
Minds, they ſhould never ſo much as mention them when 
Matters were debated in Council before they had come to a 
Reſult ; which we ſuppoſe we might reaſonably have ex- 

cted from them, but cannot remember they ever did. In- 
deed we well remember that ſome of them with a pretty deal 
of Pathos urged, that Mr. Edwards his Diſmiſſion might 
not immediately take Place, hut be deferred for ſome 
Months, that his Salary might be continued, till he. had | 
Time ta turn himfelf, and mak Proviſion for his ee 


\ 


3 tt — OG — . x; — ms 


| but of this we fine uo mention) nade in the. Froteſtation, 
and thetefore conch2de. jt-aftery/ards. loft It} Weight wi vit 8 5 : 
them. Another Thing alſq diverſe Tihies urged as? 


Motive to defer the Diſmiſſion ft 
if done, there might be an Uqton among the Membem 
of the Council — And it was © by ſome of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, that the Council ſhould immediately vote a Sept 
—_ and that nothing ſhould be deferred but only lead- 1 
g the Church to the Vote and the Formality of declar= 
Foe the Relation between Mr. Edwards and his Church 3 
Diſſolved. - 4} 
But although we were very deſirous of ating vnitedly, 

and although we had the- Intereſt of Mr. 
his Family very near our Heagts 
+Conperition with the Peace of 7/ 

Intereſt of Relig there, we:were at no Loſs, which ought [= 
to have the Preference. And therefore we thought it 5 
— to give our Voices * Mr. Edwards his Is 
miinon. 


a few Months was, that 


= 5 ; „ * 6 : . 
F oe A LD EIN Oo oi A Yr os 
„ r D N 193. * * * a Wk nc: MX # 2 Fats 
„ 3% 0 > EOS dds SORT ek. Ba > + Foe Cay” ' i 8 * * „ 6 
. N K 5 . wa ” 5 * — © L — 8 of 2 . ” . 5 


* 
. 
#1 
* 
2 
„1 
+ 


f 


1421 
$ 
6. 


[ 
. 
＋ 
— 
2 * 
— 


- 
* 
” 
4 
* 
EF 
1 
> 
+ 
9g 


ES 


F 33353 00 Is 
k WEL... + . * 77 


of 
* 
8 
4 
3 
£ 
— 
* 
1 
* 
2” 
* 
4 
* 
— 
— 
Py 
Py 
o 
* 
a - * 
LF 
* 
* 
. 
The + 
= 
* 
* 
7 
5 
15 


9 
7 
1 # 
> 
* 

* 
3 
* 

* 
* + 
f 7 
— 
* 
* 
7 
* 

* 

W 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
8 * 


1772 
. 
5 


7 


CY 

© 

* 

\ 

7 

TL 

er 
E42 44 mat 


* 
* 


2 
wt 4 


2 


7 


"FE 


ck pan. F 
© + ; 


Ms... 
* 


9 Fo in 
RE 


8, 4514 3 Po 172 g * * 
$ ics «Ax 

4 LY 3 1 33 

r 1 1 * 

* N 


* 2 


8 
1 


* . N A 
r 2 NN 
PM le as. 1 ON, x * Kt 


* * : N a 4 : _— * * f ” 
* : g - 7 * 5 . . * 0 8 4 1 


4 


PPP — a... 


. w ¼ ns 


* 
* 
i 
' 
| 
. 
\ - - 
* 
. 
. 
\ 
* 
. 
* 
. 
% 
5 
1 
2 . 
4 
* 
. * 
* 
* 
\ 
. 
[| 
1 8 5 2 W N , : — 7 9 Frog Y, x ery: — 
5 4 — * 3 3 * 1 - <4 * # % * — 7 * . 25 
s Ce #5 ö 5 N „ e I BE oY in be 3 nog 
7 $4.9 > 7 * . K 5 « a 29 ve , , * 5 8 of © 
; . "0 C _ "RA g * * 
" 0 n 3 v7 1 
51165 8 . ; at - vs Br 
. 4 x 
. 2 Re” +4 
* 7 
1 i > * _ 7 * 
8 [ E * EI 4 K 
- * 22 8 1 . * 
enn | - * 1 * e 


* 
. 
* 
£ 
* 
\ 
<4. 4s bh "a, 5 
3 1 
F 7 Et 855 7 
12 * A - z 4 2 
* * * ** 
A . e 11 
4 75 \ 7 30 
{ = 
+5 „ TRE 


-% 


n 
N 


% 


+ A 


2 28 
1 Nr 


* 
2 * 


1 


= 


* 


* 3 
e, 
* 42 
* * 


n — 


» 


— 


— 


8 


©... 


F 1. 


0 


* 


N. 47 
— * «* tap 
14 C * 1 * 


4 5 8 + l 
Wo 8 % Is * * 


} 
„ * * 
KR 


* 


3 


„ 


+: 


We > + 
B73 
| 


- 


CO >> 
5 } ** 


» 17 
- & 
7 


. 
* 


d wo 


.& - 


* 


